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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, CONTACT:  TIM RAVEN (866) 472-1209
RICA Opens Membership
Austin, TX – (July 21, 2006) At its Annual Meeting in Las Vegas, the Rural Independent Competitive Alliance membership approved changes in its mission and goals, as well as a change in its by-laws to open its membership to all small rural local exchange carriers who offer competitive communication services.  This action climaxed a six month effort beginning with the Board of Directors in January to re-assess the rural competitive communications industry and the role RICA plays as its representative.  

 “It became quite clear to us that the CLEC industry and resulting needs of our members have “matured’ in the last six years,” stated Terry Wegener, Winnebago Telephone Cooperative Association, and current RICA Chairman.
“I am very proud of the Board’s efforts and our final work product,” added Mr. Wegener. “The members’ endorsement of this new vision indicates a continuing desire by everyone to keep the organization in tune with where they are as competitive communications service providers.”

The new Mission Statement as approved by the RICA membership states that the overall purpose of RICA is: 

“To represent and foster the success of small, rural local exchange carriers who provide competitive communications services.”

Also approved is an amendment to the RICA bylaws that will allow ANY small, rural local exchange company engaged in offering competitive services to its customers to join the association as a voting member.

“There are many small, rural telecommunications companies in the market place today who are offering non-traditional communications services in head-to-head competition with ISP’s, cable TV companies, and large national and regional telephone and wireless carriers,” stated Chairman Wegener. “Many of them offer these through a CLEC subsidiary, while others through their traditional ILEC. In the end, it’s still a competitive offering and RICA is there to fill that need in terms of advocacy, education, networking and communication.”

--END—
The Rural Independent Competitive Alliance is a trade association and was formed in 2000 as a voice to represent the small rural competitive communications industry.  Today RICA represents 70+ companies offering services in thirty-two states along with 60 associate member partners who provide products and services to the industry.  Find out more about RICA at www.ricalliance.org. 
